
Trail Report for Golden Trout Wilderness on May 27, 2015  

Trail 32E11 – Clicks Creek TH #2 to Little Kern River 

The trail is in good condition overall. There are some larger down trees that haven’t been removed from 

years past and ever becoming permanent reroute is taking place. The problem areas consist of a couple 

down trees, several limbs covering the trail, and gully erosion. 

There were a few down trees along the way. Both pictures below are within the first 2 miles from the #2 

trailhead at the end of Forest Service road 20S64B. There we a couple of spots where a tree landed and 

shattered on the trail. Racking of the limbs and minor cutting will be needed for those areas. 

  

About 100 yards from the Clicks Creek crossing, there is some gully erosion occurring on the trail itself. 

This will likely continue until it is either treated or by natural means. 

 



The Clicks Creek crossing looks good and there is flowing water. Fish was observed to swimming up and 

down stream. Water flow levels visually seem to be as though it was early fall and not May. 

 

Part of the Soda Fire can be seen shortly after crossing the creek. Users will want to be careful as some 

of the trees were burnt. This may cause some structural weakness. Shortly pass the “fork” in the trail 

where 32E16 comes in from Grey Meadow, there is a down tree. One more down tree follows on the 

way to the Little Kern River. 

  

 



Trail 32E08 – Alpine Creek/Little Kern River Crossing to Soda Spring Creek 

There is water flowing from Alpine Creek as it confluences with the Little Kern River. Water flow levels 

seem as though it was early fall and not May. 

 

Once across the trail Alpine Creek the trail tread fades in and out. There are portions of the trail still 

intact.  

 



However, about half way to Parole Cabin the trail disappears on a rock outcrop. A small trail takes users 

in a more northerly direction, which turns out to be a cattle trail. The trail ends up in a meadow.  

 

Using the 2012 USFS quad maps, the trail location is further south paralleling Alpine Creek. Parts of that 

trail bed still exist. It is advised to put up trail signs and re-establish some of trail bed to prevent further 

confusion. 

Trail signs are still present near the Parole Cabin site directing users where to go. The signs are in decent 

shape but could use some “updating” regards to their integrity and visibility. 

  

As the trail now heads north towards Soda Springs Creek, a few down trees were present. Easy for hikers 

to climb over or navigate through. However, stock would likely have to go around. Clearing these sets of 

trees up to Soda Springs Creek would be great. 

Soda Spring Creek does have an old metal Forest Service trail sign in the tree. Water in the creek is still 

actively flowing. Again the flows appear to resemble early fall and not your typical May flows. 



 

Trail 32E08 – Soda Spring Creek to Lion Meadow 

The trail bed is in overall good shape. The trail was re-established during the Lion Fire in 2012. However, 

brush is the bigger issue now. Certain areas the manzanita and other shrubs are growing over the trail 

making it difficult to maneuver through. There are a few down trees as well. 

  

When the trail gets east of the Little Kern River and closer to Lion Meadows, the trail bed is harder to 

distinguish. Livestock trails start to enter into the area which can cause confusion. It is advised some trail 

signs and trail bed work be done to better define the system trail versus a livestock trail.  

 



  

The trail also has faded away with the last quarter mile approach to its junction with trail 32E02 at the 

private property boundary of Lion Meadows. 

 

Trail 32E02 – Lion Meadows to Willow Creek 

Lion Meadows has flowing water. Flows resemble early fall. 



 

The trail going north is still visible, but use is dramatically smaller from this point on. Just outside the 

upper extent of Lion Meadows, where the Coyote Lakes cutoff (32E05) trail joins 32E02, there is a tree 

down causing a reroute. The trail continues north and again is still easy to follow. 

 

Water is present in Sheep Creek, but flows are low. The same goes for No Name and Willow Creeks. 



  

 

Trail 32E02 – Willow Creek to Sagebrush Gulch 

Heading south from Willow Creek, there was some minor trail clearing that was needed. Likely, when 

the season gets warmer and more traffic is in the area it will be cleared away. Only one down tree was 

observed in this stretch of the trail. It is located south of Table Meadow Creek while heading downhill. 



 


